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SUBJ: VERIFYING THE SOMALI ARMY WITHDRAWAL; SNA LOYALTY TO SIAD 

1 . EGYPTIAN MILITARY ATTACHE COL. AHMED MOHMOUD ABDEL-HALIM 

SAID ON MARCH 9 THAT THE SOMALI MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (MOD) HAD NO IDEA 
OF THE STATE OF ITS WITHDRAWING UNITS AS OF THAT DATE. HALIM 
RECOUNTED HIS EXPERIENCES AT THE MOD ON THE 9TH WHERE HE SPENT 
THE MORNING. HE SAID HE WENT WITH SOME TREPIDATION, PREPARING 
TO SHARE WITH SYMPATHY THE FATE OF THE SOMALI ARMY WITH HIS 
FRIENDS IN THE MINISTRY WITH WHOM HE HAS BEEN IN REGULAR CONTACT. 

HE FOUND NO MOOD OF GLOOM AT THE MINISTRY. BUT RATHER A SENSE 
OF BUSINESS AS USUAL. HE HAD THE CUSTOMARY SOFT DRINKS AND 
SMOKED WITH HIS FRIENDS WHO SEEMED TO TREAT THE DAY OF THE 
ORDER FOR THE SOMALI NATIONAL ARMY TO WITHDRAW FROM THE OGADEN 
AS JUST ANOTHER WORKING DAT. THE STAFF OFFICERS, HALIM SAID, 

HAVE VIRTUALLY NO STRENGTH REPORTS ON RETREATING SNA UNITS. 

THEY DO NOT IN MANY CASES KNOW LOCATIONS. AMOUNTS OF 
EQUIPMENT, OR THE NUMBER OF CASUALTIES OR PRISONERS UNITS 
HAVE INCURRED. HALIM ESTIMATED THAT IT WILL BE WEEKS 
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BEFORE THE SNA HAS ANY REAL IDEA OF WHAT ASSETS SURVIVED 
AND WHERE THEY NOW ARE. 

2. BY CONTRAST. HALIM REPORTED THAT THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY 
NO SIGN OF OPPOSITION TO PRESIDENT SIAD AMONG OFFICERS AT 
THE MINISTRY. VICE PRESIDENT AND DEFENSE MINISTER SAMANTAR 
WAS AT HIS DESK WORKING. (THE AMBASSADOR ALSO SAW HIM 
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AT THE PRESIDENCY ON MARCH 8.) OTHER OFFICERS REPORTED 
THEY KNEW THERE WERE STORIES AMONG DIPLOMATS OF PLOTTING 
AGAINST AND DISLOYALTY TOWARD SIAD. THESE OFFICERS CAU- 
TIONED HALIM NOT TO BELIEVE SUCH RUMORS. THE ARMY IS 
ABSOLUTELY BEHIND THE PRESIDENT, THEY REPORTED. 

3. COMMENT: THE APPARENT LACK OF STAFF WORK AT THE 
MINISTRY SUGGESTS HOW DIFFICULT IT IS GOING TO BE TO VERIFY 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SNA FROM THE OGADEN. AS HALIM HAS 
OFTEN COMMENTED, THE INFORMATION ONE WOULD EXPECT TO FIND 
IN A DEFENSE MINISTRY IS SIMPLY NOT THERE. IF THE SOMALIS 
THEMSELVES DO NOT KNOW WHERE THEIR MISSING TROOPS ARE, 
OTHERS ATTEMPTING TO VERIFY THE WITHDRAWAL ARE GOING TO 
FACE THE NECESSITY OF BEING SATISFIED WITH CONSIDERABLY 
LESS THAN FULL INFORMATION. 
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